A checklist of 38 species of insectivores belonging to 12 genera under four subfamilies in three families, (namely, Erinaceidae Fischer, 1817; Talpidae Fischer, 1817 and Soricidae Fischer, 1817) known to occur in South Asia including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka is provided.
Introduction
Unlike Order Rodentia on which comprehensive works by Ellerman (1940 Ellerman ( , 1961 exist, the Order Insectivora has not been given much attention. Details of species diversity of the Order Insectivora is available in Blyth (1863) , Jerdon (1874) , Sterndale (1884) , Blanford (1888) , Lindsay (1929) , Ellerman and MorrisonScott (1951) , and, Corbet and Hill (1992) . Very recently IUCN (1995) has put together a comprehensive list of known insectivores of Eurasia. As is applicable to all other groups, the Order Insectivora too has witnessed numerous taxonomic changes since the aforementioned literature became available. Keeping this in view, an attempt has been made, here, to record an updated checklist of the insectivore species reported from this region. The checklist also provides information on their synonyms, subspecies and distribution.
Methods
The present work relies on Corbet and Hill (1992) , Hutterer (1993) , IUCN (1995) and a list prepared by Dr. Mike Jordan. We reviewed the major works by Morrison-Scott (1951, 1953) , Phillips (1980) , Corbet and Hill (1991, 1992) , Hutterer (1993) , IUCN (1995) , and, Roberts (1997) to gain insights on the current taxonomic status of insectivores occurring in the region. Besides these, we also referred to numerous sources for information including Sclater (1891) , Cabrera (1925) , Lindsay (1929) , Allen (1938) , Ellerman and Morrison-Scott (1951) , Harrison (1958) , Petter (1963) , Biswas and Ghose (1970) , Abe (1971 Abe ( , 1932 , Niethammer (1973) , Chakraborty (1975 Chakraborty ( , 1983 , Doglov and Hoffman (1977) , Jameson and Jones (1977) , Mitchell (1975) , Corbet (1978 Corbet ( , 1988 , Hutterer (1979) , Corbet and Hill (1980, 1986) , Saha (1980) , Hoffman (1986 Hoffman ( , 1987 , Butler (1988) , George (1988) , Yates and Moore (1990) , Abe et al. (1991) , Frost et al. (1991) , Agrawal (1993) , Pradhan, et al. (1997) , Nameer (1999) , Nowak (1999) , and Alfred et al. (2002) . This paper follows Srinivasulu and Pradhan (2003) for scientific names, synonyms and distribution information in South Asia.
Results
A total of 38 species of insectivores belonging to 12 genera under four subfamilies of three families have been recorded from South Asia. The family Erinaceidae Fischer, 1817 is represented by five species belonging to one genus, namely Hemiechinus Fitzinger, 1866. The family Talpidae Fischer, 1817 includes two species in two genera, and the family Soricidae Fischer, 1817 includes 31 species in two subfamilies, namelySoricinae Fischer, 1817 and Crocidurinae Milne-Edwards, 1872. The former subfamily includes 11 species in five genera, while the latter includes 20 species in four genera (Table 1) .
Of this diversity, 15 species (39%) are endemic to South Asia with four species being endemic to more than one country. Of the seven species endemic to India four are restricted to Andaman and Nicobar Islands, while four are endemic to Sri Lanka ( (Gmelin, 1770) of which only one subspecies, now a species, pertains to South Asia. This was also followed by Roberts (1997) . Niethammer (1973) treated Hemiechinus megalotis Blyth, 1845 as a subspecies, followed by Corbet and Hill (1992) , Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) . Ellerman and Morrison-Scott (1951) . Corbet and Hill (1992) treat this taxon as Paraechinus hypomelas (Brandt, 1836) and list two subspecies. Frost et al. (1991) , and IUCN (1995) also list two valid subspecies from the region. (Blyth, 1846 ) with a doubtful status, a trend followed by Corbet and Hill (1992) . Frost et al. (1991) , Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) (Blyth, 1846) , a trend followed by Corbet and Hill (1992) . Frost et al. (1991) , Hutterer (1993), and IUCN (1995) treat it as a distinct species. Srinivasulu and Nagulu (2002) doubtfully report the occurrence of this species in southern Nallamala Hills in Andhra Pradesh. Corbet and Hill (1992) . Yates and Moore (1990) and Hutterer (1993) , based on distinct characters, recognized it as a distinct genus.
Hemiechinus micropus

Family
Genus Parascaptor Gill, 1875
Indian Mole Genus Parascaptor Gill, 1875 was considered either as a subgenus of or synonym of Talpa Linnaeus, 1758 by earlier authorities like Ellerman and Morrison-Scott (1951) . However, later authorities treated it as generically disinct from Talpa Linnaeus, 1758. See comments under Parascaptor leucura (Blyth, 1850) . Monospecific genus restricted to Oriental region from northeastern India to southern China (Allen, 1938 The genus Parascaptor Gill, 1875 had been earlier synonymized or treated as sub genus of the genus Talpa Linneaus, 1758 by authors like Corbet and Hill (1991) . Corbet (1978) , Abe et al. (1991) and Hutterer (1993) recognized it as a distinct genus. See comments under genus Euroscaptor Miller, 1940. Ellerman and Morrison-Scott (1951) treated it as Talpa micrura leucura (Blyth, 1850) , also followed by Corbet and Hill (1992) who remarked that it could be a separate species but doubted that it warranted generic separation. Petter (1963) and Jameson and Jones (1977) .
Genus Chimmarogale Anderson, 1877
Water Shrew This genus belongs to subfamily Soricinae Fischer, 1817. This genus is restricted to South, Southeast and East Asia and is represented by one species in the region (Hoffman, 1987 (Gray, 1842) . Later, Hoffman (1987) showed it to be distinct species based on detailed taxonomic study. Corbet and Hill (1992) and IUCN (1995) retained it as distinct species. Hutterer (1993) Thomas, 1914 . Hutterer (1993 following Hoffman (1987) treated Sorex excelsus Allen, 1923 as a distinct species and further remarked that the specimen from Nepal reported by Agrawal and Chakraborty (1971) Corbet and Hill (1992) following Hoffman (1987) included planiceps under Sorex thibetanus Kastschenko, 1905. The specimen described as Sorex thibetanus was found to be those akin to Sorex minutus thus invalidating the former name and being considered as nomen dubium (Hutterer, 1979) . Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) Corbet and Hill (1992) . Hutterer (1979) retained it as a distinct species from either Sorex minutus Linnaeus, 1766 or Sorex thibetanus Kastschenko, 1905 (now considered a nomen dubium) based on larger skull measurements, a trend followed by Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) . Corbet and Hill (1992) This species belongs to subgenus Episoriculus Morrison-Scott, 1951. Van Valen (1967) and Repenning (1967) treated this taxon as Episoriculus leucops (Hodgson, 1855) . Sometimes the names baileyi and gruberi are considered valid species (IUCN, 1995) . However, according to Corbet and Hill (1992) Osgood (1932) . Van Valen (1967) and Repenning (1967) treated this taxon as Episoriculus macrurus (Blanford, 1888) . Corbet and Hill (1992) , Hutterer (1993), and IUCN (1995) treat it as distinct species following Hoffman (1986). (Mitchell, 1975 Corbet and Hill (1992) , Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) treated it as a distinct subspecies.
Genus Soriculus Blyth, 1854 Brown-toothed (or Asiatic) Shrews
Soriculus nigriscens (Gray
Subfamily Crocidurinae Milne-Edwards, 1872
Genus Crocidura Wagler, 1832 White-toothed Shrews This genus belongs to subfamily Crocidurinae Milne-Edwards, 1872. This genus is widespread ranging from Africa to Europe and South East Asia and includes many forms in four subgenera. It is represented by 11 species belonging to subgenus Crocidura Wagler, 1832 in the region. Hassinger (1973) treated zarudnyi Ognev, 1928 as a distinct species, a trend that was followed by Corbet and Hill (1992) , Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) . Phillips, 1932 under this taxon as a subspecies, while Corbet and Hill (1991, 1992) synonymized it with this taxon. However, Hutterer (1993) and IUCN (1995) treated it as distinct species. Eisenberg and McKay (1970) did not treat Podihik kura Deraniyagala, 1958 being distinct from Suncus etruscus (Savi, 1822), as followed by Hutterer (1993) . For details refer Phillips (1980) . Corbet and Hill (1992) indicated that there is an old unconfirmed report of this taxon from Palni Hills, Tamil Nadu in India. However, Pradhan et al. (1997) have confirmed its occurrence and distribution in southern India.
Crocidura andamanensis
Crocidura zarudnyi
Suncus fellowes-gordoni
